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thi: simm-- ; dik.stkr.
Following the first shock incident to the

Won ins up of the battleship Maine nnd
the terrible loss of life resulting comes
bit by bit, news pointing to the probability
that the disaster was not caused by acci-

dent, but tilth purpose. So far It has not
been established that the original cause
was outride the vessel, but the Improbabil-
ity of internal explosion, the easy possibi-
lity of external access, the well known sub-

marine fortihcations of Havana harbor, and
the secretly communicated apprehensions
of Captain Sigshee sev eral days before the
destruction of the Fhlp all .these things
Che color to the theory that the work was
the result of a diabolical plan on the part
of some person or persons actuated by
hatred for the United States.

While is is not likely that such a plan
could hae been carried out single handed.
It Is quite possible that It could have been
executed through a conspiracy among a
few of those haing access to the land for-

tifications of the harbor. At any rate, the
circumstances surrounding the lamentable
affair are fraught tilth grave suggestion
and are calculated to arouse serious appre-

hensions. American people are slow to be-

lle e In treachery of any sort, especially
Buch as invokes the wanton destruction of
life and property. They are characteris-
tically suspicious of the Spanish nation, in
view of the conduct of the war against the
Cuban Insurgents; but no one has dreamed
of any Immediate danger to the Maine and
lier brave men.

While the circumstances preceding and
attending the disaster Indicate treachery.
It cannot be believed that such an act was
done with the knowledge and consent of
the Madrid or the Havana authorities.
Spain has so much to lose and so little to
train through the precipitation of war with
the United States that Is Is wholly unrea-

sonable to suppose this extremely hazard
ous expedient would have been emplojed at
a time when there was no occasion for
hostile resentment. If. as Minister DeLome
Is quoted as saying', the entrance to Ha-
vana harbor Is fully protected with sub-
marine torpedoes, the destruction of the
Maine might have been accomplished, and
perhaps with war Justification, at some fu-

ture time quite as easily as at the present
period of peace. It therefore behooves
every one to await with patience and calm-
ness the result of official Investigation and
the exchanges of state messages regarding
the affair.

Perhaps the most alarming feature of the
eltuation is the fact that the Spanish peo-

ple arc not alwa)s subject to the Spanish
government. Although the people of the
United States are the aggrieved party In
this Instance, there Is more excitement In
Spain over the American suspicion that
there nuj have been treachery than there
Is in this country over the growing belief
that there was treacherj. Another illus-tiuti-

of the difference in the temper of
the two nations is the suggestion made In
Madrid that it would not be safe at pres-
ent to send a Spanish battleship to New
"lork. as there would he danger of Its be
ing blown up in revenge for the Joss of the
Maine. This in itself shows lion little the
bpanMi people understand our race.

iiii; jix;oi:s .m thi: war m:hb.
It is a significant fact that the

jingoes, who have from time to time in-

dulged in the mo- -t extravagant utterances
:igainst Spain. sevcrelj- - critcized the Cuban
polk of the administration, and otherwise
shown a spirit of Intolerance, have so far
behaved with most commendable conserva-

tism in connection with the destruction of
the bitllcshlp Maine and the suspicious
clirunistances surrounding the disaster.

The gravitj of the situation is apparent
to everjonc. It is readilv understood that
if the explosion cannot be shown, bejond
mistake, to have bten an accident, the re-- 1

itlnns between the. United States, and
Spain are almost certain to become greatly
strained. In view ot these facts the war
possibility has come much nearer than it
has Ivcciv before, and its significance has
scnslhlv impressed even those who have
hitherto treated this possibility us a mat-

ter of little consequence. The American
people are a well poised race in times of

leal danger, and there Is more heroism as
well as more humanitv in the calm discus-i-io- ii

of the news from Havana than there
has been in the extravagant utterances of
those who have urged, in a spectacular
fashion, policies that might have precip-

itated war long since If they had been put
Into effect.

If the present crisis be passed in safetj.
the Incident should at least serv'e as a
lesson to the war advocates and Impress
the people In general jnore favorably than
ever with President McKlnlej's firm but
conservative policy In dealing with deli-

cate foreign affaire.

MMVfi m
The congressional committees of both the

rreat parties hr.ve been organized and the
battle of lif'S will shortly be bigun The
lines between sound money and that from a
depreciated metal will be as distinctly
drawn as In 1S36. The fact that every as-

sertion of the advocates of free silver made
In the campaigns two sears ago has been
dlfproven b the events of the rast eight-

een months, and tli.it the prosperity prom

ised bv the Ttepublicans through the adop-

tion of protection and found money ln al-

ready made Its appearance. should

etrncthen creatlv the prospects of that
(UU lu the ccmijuj campalsn. Xheie ore.

however, no less than seventj-fiv- e close
congressional districts in the United States,
and upon these the Democrats, Populists
and sllverltcs will turn their united forces.
In an attempt to elect any, silver man, no
matter to which one of the three organ.za-tion- s

he ma belong, so long as he can be
relied upon to vote in the interests of the
silver mine owners. As against thl. how-

ever, the Itepublicans will oppose a mag-

nificent prosperity record and the substan-
tial fulfillment of ail campaign pledges,
end they are not fearful of the outcome.
The silver forces failed at a time when the
country was distressed, discontented and
ripe for new experiment They cannot
reasonablj hope to succeed when it is
prospering and consequently satisfied with
existing conditions.

LOr-MUIJ- U AniHTKTIO.
"Tiie senate committee on education and

labor to-d- decided by a unanimous vote
to report favorably the bill prepared by the
trainmen of the countrj". and recently in-

troduced In the senate bv Senator Kjle,
providing for the arbitration of railroad
strikes by a board of arbitrators to be
chosen by the strikers nnd the interstate
commerce commission." Washington Dis-
patch.

For the credit of the senate committee on
education and labor, let us hope that the
information contained in the above dis-

patch Is untrue. Any senator who will
deliberated indorse a measure of arbitra-
tion that is wholly one-side- d is cither a
woeful Ignoramus or a rank demagogue.
The fundamental principle of arbitration
Is that tho interests of botli parties affect-
ed shall be equally protected, and to this
end that cither both parties or neither
shall be represented in the arbitration tri-

bunal. The absurdity of an arbitration
measure which gives one side to a contro-
versy full representation on the board and
the other none at all. Is too apparent for
serious argument.

The Interstate commerce commission Is
an institution set up by the people to
protect them from discriminations and ex-

tortions of railway companies; it Is in no
sense an agent or representative of the
railroad Interests. A board of arbitration,
therefore, which consisted of the interstate
commission and the people, or any portion
of the people, who had a grievance against
a railway company would simply be a put
up job on tho railway company. There
would be no arbitration about Its proceed-
ings and ruling.

If two farmers should fall out about a
boundary line fence, and one of them
should propose to submit the matter to
arbitration, himself and his own hired
hands to constitute the arbitration board,
tho proposition would be similar to that
presented by the railway trainmen and
recommended by the senate committee on

labor. It is really surprising to find the
official representatives of the trainmen
asking- - for such a palpably unfair piece of
legislation.

THE SMITHSOMAV 1ASTITLTION.
After a visitor in Washington has seen

the capitoI, the White House and Washing-

ton's monument, bis first inquiry is for
the Smithsonian Institution, and jet it is
doubtful If one out of a hundred Americans
knows anj thing more about this splendid
museum bevond a vague impression that
It is connected with the government and
has something to do with science. The
Smithsonian institution has been In exist-
ence a little more than fifty years and re-

cently it Issued a book giving an account
of Its origin and a description of Its work.
TVc quote the following paragraphs from
the New York Tribune's review of this
book:

"James Smithson was the son of an En-

glish widow of high rank. Elizabeth Keale
Made; and if his father, Hugh Smithson,
had kept his pledges of marriage to her,
instead of contracting a matrimonial alli-

ance with the great house of Percy and
thus becoming a Duke of Northumberland,
there would have been no occasion for this
history. James Smithson is credited with
having said, with a bitterness that can eas-

ily be understood: "The bect blood of En-

gland flows in my veins. On mj father's
side I am a Northumberland, on my moth-
er's I am related to kings; but this avails
me not. My name shall live In the memory
of man when the titles of the Northum-berlan-

and the Pcrcvs are extinct and
forgotten.'

"The joung man, known at first as Macie.
but afterward authorized by parliament to
adopt his father's surname, was graduated
from Pembroke college, Oxford, in 1786, and
soon showed "o much Interest in science
tl at he beeame a fellow of the Rojal so-

ciety. The bulk of his property was
derived, through his mother, from one of
her sons by a former marrhge. None of It
came from his father's family. His will,
after making various small bequests, di-

rected that his fortune should go to a
nephew, and if that nephew should have
children they should Inherit in due season.
Otherwise, the United States government
was to be his legatee, and the property
should be devoted to the founding, in Wash-
ington, ot an establishment under the name
of Smithsonian institution, 'for the Increase
and diffusion of knowledge among men.'
Smithson did not marrj. His death oc-

curred in 1S29. The nephew survived until
lSia. and died without issue."

Tho sum of money which thus came Into
the hands of the government was only half
a million dollars, but such wisdom was
brought to Its management that one of the
finest museums In the world has been ac-

cumulated, and it is now drawing Interest
o t an endowment of about one million dol-

lars. It Is true that certain other bequests
have been made to this institution, but the
greater part ot its accomplishments have
been through the original sum.

It Is perhaps wrong to speak of the
Smithsonian institution as a museum. It
bA become a marvelous museum through
the exhibits gathered within the buildings
devoted to it, but Its primary object was
the advancement of scientific knowledge
alorg certain lines, it has been at the
head of the best explorations In this coun-

trj for geographical, geological and
research Its expeditions everj'-whe- re

on the American continent Inva
accumulated a vast amount of specimen",
and jears ai the national government
tietted a building for their deposit, nun
known a3 the National museum, which is
separated bj but a few jards from the
original Smithsonian edifice.

During the half centurj" of the institu-
tion's existence the office of secretarj Its
executive In ad has been filled by but
three men: Joseph Henrj, Its organizer,
tire eminent electrician, who served from
IStS till 1S7S; Spencer r. Balrd, the natural-
ist (1S7S-S7- and Professor S P. Langlej,
well known for his researches in phjsieal
aslronomv and latterlj In aeronautics, who
is now in office. The institution lias there-

fore been happj". not onlj- - In the charac-

ter of Its work, but in the eminent e of

the men who have directed It, nd its
reputation and authority have been quite
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out of proportion to the money spent In

its support.

EDITORIAL OTES.

If it should appear, on full Investigation,

that a torpedo did the woik, there will be a
bigger explosion still.

And then again It mas be that one of.

Senator Billy Mason's dj namite bombs hit
the Maine bj mistake.

It is understood that the Hon. Dave
has sent a rush order to Missouri

for his gun and his sword and his pistol.

In firing a job lot of manifestoes at the
countrj in rcbruarj the free silver leaders
show a disposition to crowd the season.

Possibly an erstwhile sneering public will
now admit the wisdom of General Miles in
asking for more gilt on officers' uniforms.

The stories about a short supply of pow-

der In this country, it turns out, are with-

out foundation. We have powder to burn.

The Maine was one of our best boats. It
early acquired the habit of doing its float-
ing on top of the water, and kept it up to
the end

Zola's truth on the witness stand Is more
sensational than his fiction on the news
stands, and. to some of the French people,
mere disagreeable.

However, the silver managers cannot bo

blamed for acting earlj-- . The ground was
slipping from under them and they didn't
have time to wait.

People talk of prospentj-- . hut there is
only one spot in all this great country
where the walking delegate is able to find
a little New England.

It is casj' to see from talViu the street
corners that the Spanish fleet which at-

tempts to cruise up the Missouri will meet
with a warm reception.

The American people are much calmer
than the Spanish people. Americans are not
so hjsterlcal as our congressional jingoes
would have the world believe.

Blanco should not be afraid of making his
alibi too strong. This is a case where the
Spanish skirts cannot be too thoroughly
or too promptly cleared.

The Hon. Hannls Taj lor Is vindicated.
If Spain had been wiped off the map three
months ago, this deplorable "accident"
would not have happened.

Diplomatically the Spanish government

maj regret the destruction of our battle-
ship, but privately it Is chuckling over
the best joke of the season.

There need be no uncertaintj about Mis-

souri. If hostilities break out Mrs. Stephens
will not hesitate to have Lon offer the serv-

ices of the state militia to the president.

In the opinion of Senator William M

Stewart, the duty of the United States In

this emergency Is plain It should adopt
the free and unlimited coinage of sliver at
a ratio of 16 to 1.

This country is producing onlv prosperity
at the present time, but any order for
calamity that Spain sends in will be
promptlv filled, and the qualitj of the goods
will be warranted.

The effort of New Jersey bachelors to im- -

nn n tn-- nn thn old TnaJris of the State a
looks like a deliberate purpose to add Insult
to injurj-- to punish the spinsters for their
ownunmanlj shortcoming".

The situation is not jet regarded as suf-

ficiently critical to necessitate the substi-

tuting of General Champ Clark for Sec-

retarj' Alger as head of the war depart-

ment.

Senator Allen insists that Speaker Reed
is the whole house. Supposing that to be
true, the speaker is much more satisfac-
tory to the countrj-- as the whole house
than Senator Allen is as a noisy and fussy
corner of the senate

We arc confident that if the American
people would take their ejes off the country
at large and focus them on a few square
miles in New England, thej' would agree
with Mr. Brvan that gold standard pros-perlt- j-

is all a hollow sham.

Isn't It a little coarse to speak of a Bos-to- r,

woman "breaking her leg?" Better
say that Mrs. Jack Gardner has Buffered

a fracture of the osseous structuro of a
lower limb, or the dislocation of a fibula,
or something ot that sort.

Republican prosperitj- - can stand all the
paper wad bombardments the silver man-
agers may want to touch off. The people
may be deceived as to the cause ot their
distress when thej- - are distressed, but

made to believe that good timc3
are hard times.

The Eastern press is disposed to poke fun
at the movement to suppress the chewing-gu- m

and soda water habits in Kansas. They
are so accustomed to great vices in the
Eat that they are unable to understand
how these comparatively harmless indul-
gences can be regarded as crimes. Kansas
will get a good "ad" out of this.

KAlkStS TOPICS.

"Gene Ware says and what 'Gene
Ware sajs is very likely to be earnest, for
he went down into the hell of battle and
got himself shot full of holes on a recent
occasion when the American flag was in-

sultedthat the Americans should at once
proceed to blow Moro castle out of exist-
ence and then set a chip afloat upon the
high seas.

An apt Illustration qf how the water of
patriotism bolls In America bubbled to the
surface at Topeka There are
fifty-si- x emplojes of the Topeka street
railroad, nnd fiftj-on- e of them announced
their intention to enlist if a war should
break out.

After all there is one very favorable cir-

cumstance in connection with Judge Mc-Ka- v.

He sajs that he has not made up
with Jerrv Simpson and that he would not
make up witli him if Jerrj wanted to.

The Emporia Gazette sajs its Idea of an
unimaginative and utterly poor article of
the eenus li ir i the man who sajs he Is
Koing to the Klondike when he has no
Intention of doing so In tho next article
the Gazette gives the names of four es

who announce that thev are go-

ing to the Klondike which would appeir
to be a very genteel waj of calling a few
people that name.

Billy Glenn, of Greelej' countj-- , said to
Topics "I have not jet an-

nounced mj-- candidacy for lieutenant gov-

ernor, but I think I will make the raie. I
have received encouragement from all over
th state. If some of fh offices which do
rot ray a big falarj do not come to West-
ern Kansas, then there will be a chance
for a candidate who is atind with a
place which pas praeticallv nothlnsr "

In resuonie to an inquirj as to how the

gubernatorial situation stood in Western,
Kansas. Mr. Glenn said: "I really cannot
saj. I have heard more talk about Coburn
than anjbodj- - else. The farmers out in our
country are undoubtedly for him, and this
is largely without regard to partv lines.
Thej are not disposed to accept his with-
drawal from tho race as mecessirily final.
That Is to saj, thej- - are talking about
electing delegations favorable to him in the
face of his withdrawal

a

There was a meeting of New York Life
Insurance Compiiy agents in Topcka the
other daj-- for the purpose of settling up
the companj's business on Its withdrawal
from Kansas. Talk drifted to the pros-
pective war with Spain and everj- - man
present "valiantlj- - expressed bis determina-
tion to enlist if war broke out. with the
exception of one. who declared that he
was over age to go to war. All the others,
sneered at this man for being a coward,
but later it was discovered that he Ind
spent four vears in the vvir of the rebellion
and had been wounded three times.

Governor Lcedy said to Topics j'esterdaj-- :

"I have received no call from the secretary
of war for Information about the Kansas
militia, as was reported upon the streets
jesterdaj. I don't know whether the Kan-
sas militia would be ot much service to
the countrj' or not, for I have an idea that
it is small and weak, but in case of war
Kansas is rcadj- - to furnish more good
fighting men per capita than anv other
state in the Union." Bully for Governor
Leedj! Down beneath ills calamity skin
is a vein of patriotism, after all.

Atchison Globe: Thcro is a tremendous
row this morning In nearlv all the morning
newspaper offices. The Kansas City Jour-
nal is tho onlj piper that had a fair ac-
count of the destruction of the battleship
Maine in the Havana harbor last night;
nearly two columns. The Kansas Citj' Star,
which prints a morning edition, did not
have a line about the destruction of the
battleship. The Kansas Citj Times printed
ter. lines; the Ieavenworth Times twenty
lines, and the Topeka Capital and St. Joe
morning papers printed about the same ac-
count. In Atchison this morning there
was a great scurrving around for copies of
The Journal, which printed an account up
to 1.C0 this morning. A lot ot telegraph ed-

itors will be looking for jobs this after-
noon.

MISSOURI FOIATS.

Bctlnnj- - Is represented bv Mrs. M. U.
Vandivert and Mrs. E. A. Templeman at
the. national suffrage convention now in
progress in Washington.

Colonel Switzicr has been assured
Bland that the appropriation

for the necessary harbor Improvements at
the port of Boonvllle shall be made if pos-
sible.

Plattsburg wants to be classed as a sub-
urb of Kansas Citj, and expects to have a
local train service on the Pittsburg & Gult
that will entitle it such a distinction before
the summer flowers shall have gone to
seed.

The Albany Ledger offers as in explana-
tion of Judge Orton's connection with the
telephone companj' the suggestion that
probablj he expects to do some long dis-
tance talking during the coming cam-
paign.

A man named James Keames, who is
thought to be a resident of St. Joe. Is being
sought for there, word having come to the
municipal authorities from an attorney in
Galveston that a large fortune awaits him
in Texas.

Along with other troubles of their own
Just at this prcvious-to-electio- n period
Joplln couneilmcn have on hand a peremp-to- rj

demand on the part of the women of
the Unitv Club that a

ordinance be enacted.

The muitiplicitj' of "j'ellow dog" candi-
dates suggested for tliq St. Joe mayoralty
this spring impels tho News to warningly
Prophesy that "the party that puts up a
jcliow dog' will have the mortification of

seeing a tin can attached to his tail."

The funeral of Gus Leftwich, the appar-entl- j-

murdered Gallatin editor, took place
Tuesdaj--, under the auspices of the Odd
Fellows, at his old home In Miami, in the
presence of an Immense concourse of sor-
rowing friends and earlj--daj-- associates.

Some Republican editor who
thinks KflOOO or f,000 would be sufficient
to provide a fairlj" good Missouri display
at Omaha suggests that an assessment of
J5 each on the commissioners thus far
appointed by Governor Stephens ought to
raise all the monev needed.

Among thirtj-nln- e, who out of 232 appli-
cants for certlficitcs at a recent examina-
tion conducted bj- - the Pennsjlvania state
board of pharmacy were the onij success-
ful ones, was B. K. Davis, a bright Mis-
souri boy, whose home is at Maryville.

In Princeton the understanding' Is that
there are no Ifs attached to Judge

candldaej- - for Dockery's congres-
sional seat, tho recollection there being
that Sullinger Fervcd notice at the conven-
tion in '56 on Dockerj's man, Pcerj', that
he would go after the persimmon two jears
later.

The publishers of the Missing Link, the
new paper at Wheeling, in support of their
claim to originalitj as a feature ot espe-
cial prominence In the get-u- p of their pa-
per, can without question say truthfullj
that thej ape no other publication in the
matter of a name.

Judge Routszong, of Jefferson Citj, has
taken a fancy for mineral specimens and
fossils slnco his court docket has dwindled
down to a continuous blank page, the
Courier sajs. The latest addition to his
collection Is on displaj- - In the courtroom
and it has been classified as the left fore
foot of the ichthjosaurus The petrifac-
tion bears some resemblance in shape to
the hoof of a yearling colt.

Commenting on the announcement that
no more Omaha commissioners are to be
appointed, although among the regiment
already selected not a single one from

county has been named, that ortho-
dox exponent of Missouri Popocracy. the
Lexington News, relieves itself thus: "Just
why the many substantial citizens of this
countj' were Ignored Is unknown to us,
and furthermore we do not care, but we
have this to say, that Lonnic can without
further delay enter the word 'Dennis' in his
'dlarj-,- ' Insofar as he is concerned in La--
fajette countj."

Dr. J. S Dewej, of Breckenridge, has
served as notarj-- public in Caldwell county
contlnuouslj-- since June 13, 1S64, a longer
term, perhaps, than anj-- other notarv in
the state can he credited with. The dates
of his his commissions and the names of
the governors as thej-- appear thereon are
as follows: June 1 15C4. Governor Willard
P. Hall; June 4, 1SGS, Governor Thomas C.
Fletcher: April. 1ST.!, Governor B. GraU
Brown; March. 1S7C, Governor Charles II.
Hardin; March, 1SS2, Govimur Thomas T.
Crittenden; Manli, lSo. Governor John S
Marniaduke: March, ls.su. Governor David
It s. Match, ISM, Governor William
J. Stone.

"Everj tiling Missourlan Is characteristic
of Missouri," rhapsodizes the enthusiast of
the Marjville Tiibtine ' The Missouri
possum, the Mlssouu horse, the Miourl
mule, the lIN-u- lien, the big red Mis-

souri apple whether Ben Davis, or v. mi-s- ap.

or Jonathan Missouri zinc, and lead
and lion bear certain natural marks and
brands that make them recognizable bv
people acquainted with Mi-so- In any
place or market. They have a purity or a
richness or a greatness, a sjmmetrv or a
larcencys or a perfection that only the
salubrious climate, the. sweet waters, and
th fertile soil of Missouri can give The
men of Missouri arc braver ind more gen-

erous, the women more charming and fair
because thej were rairl and perhaps
born, surrounded by such beneficent Influ-

ences. This article has to deal with the

sweetest, the purest, the proudest, the best,
the dearest, the most distinctlv elj Missou-
rlan of Missouri products the Missouri
girl. There are girls and girls, just as
there are boys and bojs, but we pin our
faith to the Missouri girl. There are other
girls, perhaps, that are as pretty as she;
some, perhaps, as refined and educated;
some, posslblj--, as charming and entertain-
ing, perhaps one or two that It's as de-

lightful to fall in love with and have fall
in love with jou but then we don't believe
it. Do j'ou know a single Missouri girl
jou couldn't fall in love with? Or, If jou
do, have jou never met one that jou
thought jou could fall in love with? Ot
course. All Missouri men have, and this
article Isn't Intended for the perusal of
cattle, nor men without ejes, ears or
hearts. There are different kinds of girls
in Missouri, of course. If there were not
thej- - would not be characteristic of the
state, because versatilitj- - as well as

characterizes the products of Mis-

souri. But whether her hur is dark or
brown, or auburn or blonde; whether she
is tall and willowy, or plump: whether her
ejes are soft and full of dreams, or sky
blue, or dark and flashing like briliants:
whether her cheeks are dark and clear, or
rosj-- and fair, whatever the tjpe to which
she belongs, she has the culture, the charm,
the manners, the presence that stamp her
as of Missouri parentage and Missouri rais-
ing."

The Silver Pronnnclnmento.
Fro-- the Pittsburg Dispatch

The Democrats, silver Republicans and
Populists have united in addresses to tho
people, sounding the usual jeremiad on
the gold standard. The text of their la-

mentation is that bills havo been present-
ed in a committee of the house which have
not and will not pass either branch of
corgress, and which have not been even
reported. On this slender foundation they
continue to declare that .prosperitj- - tan
never return. Thus they rival Mrs. Part-
ington's great act. of attempting to keep
back the rising tide of prosperity with the
wornout, old broom of free silver argu-
ments.

This is done with the usual collection
of misrepresentations, one of which is
enough to quote as a sample. The politi-
cal apostles of cheap money quote Presi-
dent Andrews as asserting that when the
wa- - closed the debt of $2,730,000,000 could
have been paid with 23,000.000 tons of bar
Iron, while jears after, when the debt had
been reduced to $1,230 000,000, it would take
82,000.000 tons of bar iron to pay it. We
do not know whether President Andrews
ever said anj thing- of the sort or not, but
it Is certainly one of the typical free sil-

ver slovenlinesses.
Two points will sufficiently Indicate the

silliness of this claim. If the person who
Instituted this comparison had taken
enough trouble in the line of accuracy to
figure out the average cost of iron before
It had been inflated by the Immense con-

sumption of the war he would have found
that at the price fixed by bimetallism it
would have taken nearly 69.000.000 tons of
bar iron to paj-- the amount of the na-

tional debt of 1SC5. The reduction from
69.000.000 to 32,000.000 is very nearlj In pro-

portion to the reduction of debt from
S2.730.000 000 to $1,250,000,000

But this is not the whole of the misrep-
resentation. Every well Informed man
knows that the great reduction in the
price of iron, as in the price of most other
staples, is due to improved processes and
machinerj-- . by which a ton of finished
Iron is now produced at one-fift- h to er

the labor of forty jears ago. But
the free silver crowd utterly ignore that
fact and perpetrate the logical vice of
"undistributed middle" by jumping from
this showing to the assertion that the na-

tional debt of j- is as great a mort-
gage on the labor of the country as the
national debt of 1S63. The fact is exactly
the opposite. It takes less labor In the
staples produced by labor to pay, a dollar
of debt now than it did irr 1863, because
machinerj enables labor to produce a great
deal more.

It Is by such sophistries as these that
the free silver crowd is desperately at-

tempting to bolster up its cause. But its
misrepresentations are all exploded by the
fact of the steady 'and unexampled com-

mercial activity that has set in since th
threat of silver was removed.

Two. Reverse for SaffraRlRtii.
From the Chicago Times Herald.

It was unfortunate that the woman suf-
fragists should meet reverses in two states
while the thirtieth annual convention or
the mtional association was In progress in
Washington. It would have been cheering
news for the venerable leader who presided
over the deliberations of tho national or-

ganization to learn that the legislature of
Iowa had voted to allow the suffrage
amendment to be submitted to a vote ot
the people.

But the national convention will havo to
gather Its inspiration trom the victories
of the past. Tho word "male" will not be
struck from the constitution of Iowa this
j car. The resolution for submission of
the amendment to popular vote was lost
bv-- one vote. The disappointment over the
defeat is made keen and bitter bj knowl-
edge of the fact that two members who
hail promised to vote for the resolution
were absent on account of sickness. An-

other member who was an acknowledged
friend of equal suffrage objected to an
amendment, forced to passage by the Dem-

ocrats, which exempted the women from
milltarj dutj.

The defeat In Massachusetts was the
repetition of an old storj-- . For twenty
jcars past the legislature of the Bay state
has given the same annual verdict on the
suffrage question. In Iowa, "however, the
suffragists have the strongest state organ-
ization in the Union, and they confidently
expected to win.

The suffragists are disheartened but not
dismaj-ed- . Thej- - are disappointed, but not
discouraged. They will fight it out again
In the next legislature of Iowa. A cause
that has advanced in the face of so many
signal reverses will not abandon such a
promising' field as the hawkeje common-
wealth.

Defeat of the Dispensary System.
From the Philadelphia Prent.

The perennial liquor question In South
Carolina has probablj-- been quieted for the
time being bj the defeat of the bill placing
In the state government the control of all
liquors brought Into South Carolina. In
this waj- - it was hoped to prevent the carrj-ln- g

of liquors into South Carolina under
the provisions of the interstate commerce
law and selling It in the original packages
in spite of the state dispensirj- - law. If
the original package business continues it
Is destined to nullifj- - in large measure the
state liw. The latter has not proved satls-facto- rj-

to cither the people or the author-
ities The former have been Irritated bv
the strict regulations surrounding the sale
of liquor and the latter have been disap-
pointed bj-- the comparativeij small revenue
returned It was estimated that the sjstem
would jieid about $300,000 a jear, but the
last report showed that from April 1. IS.,
to December 31 1W, a period of twentj
months, the total revenue to the state, coun-

ties and towns was $486 094 34 or about half
the estimated revenue Unless better re-

turns are had in the future It Is probable
that the dlspensarj sjstem will be aban-
doned or radically amended.

Important Discussions In (lie frnale,
rrunt ttie Chicaco News

Whatever the rest of the world maj-- be
doing, the United States senate is at-

tending to matters vitallj Important to
everjbodj-- . The universe maj- - drowse, but
our honorable senators are awake looking
after the interests of the solar sjstem

On Mondiy Senator Pettigrew delivered
the third installment of hi3 speech on the
Hawaiian question. He dealt with the over-
throw of monarchy and the establishment
of the repubhr under Prerident Dole.

There arc sixtj eight more Installment",
after the dchverj of which, Senator Petti-
grew will take up other interesting chap-

ters of tho world s historj and discuss them

to a standstill. We are privileged to out-
line a few of the more Important ones.

The milkj wa if the earth was made ot
it Is the human race any relation to cheese
and if so. whj ?

Birth of Eve did it occur on the 13th. and
if It did. does this not account for Adam's
hard luck?

When the light went out w is Moses
In the dark? Is it not probable

he had another match?
In demanding libertj oc death didn't the

late Patrick Henrj- - exhibit a lot of sand?
Which has done the most good, the Colos-

sus of Rhodes or the "ft ikl Man of Borneo?
If the Hawaiian islands arc the key to

the Pacific, who has the lock?
Was not the settlement ot the Alabami

claims a trifle premature, considering the
fact that the United States senate must
find something to talk about?

Senator Pcttlgrew will be followed by
other senators in short talks about sun
spots, the atomic thcorj--, does death end
all. are perpendicular lines vertical, etc.
These discussions are great educational
help3 to the senators and highlj- - amusing
to their constituents. They also prevent
the senators from doing anj-- damage to
our countrj-- .

Jleir Orleans' Novel Experiment.
From the Chicago Record

New Orleans is proposing to undertake a
rather novel experiment in the adminis-
tration of its local affairs. For some time
the people of that town have been hamper-
ed bj-- a number of inequalities and irreg-
ularities in their municipal government.
It Is to remedy these that they havo
brought before tho constitutional conven-
tion now in bession the plan to alter the
framework of their local laws. The pro-
posed improvements are various and com-
prehensive, but the project now under dis-
cussion comprehends nothing less than the
appointment of a bodv of 100 citizens to he
known as the board of public works. It Is
not intended that these citizens shall par-
ticipate in performing the usual duties of
the regular citj-- officers or the council, but
it is proposed that when public Improve
ments are to be made the citj-- . Instead of
bargaining with private contractors or un-
dertaking the work on its own account,
shall act on the instance of the board,
which will see that all the necessarj-- work
shall be done at such a price onlv as will
paj-- actual cost for construction and main-
tenance. In this waj-- the board will dic-
tate as to the operation ot all plans for
sewerage, main drainage, public lighting,
water supplj--, the paving of the streets and
similar matters.

The measure which the New Orleans
Municipal Improvement Association has
prepared for this purpose is sweeping and
comprehensive. It not only provides for the
establishment of the board of 100 citizens,
but actually names the citizens who are to
be chosen as the members of the first
board. It provides that twenty of these
shall hold office for twenty jears. twenty
for sixteen years, twentj' for twelve jears,
twentj-- for eight jears and twentj-- for four
jear. After the expiration of the four
j ears all members shall be elected by popu-
lar vote, their term being twenty jears.

At first glance the plan seems cumber-
some and extravagant, but certainly it
might do much toward securing an abso-
lutely economical and business-lik- e admin-
istration of the citj's municipal aaffirs. It
would be and its policy would
be exempt from the fluctuations of politi-
cal contests. Whether as a fact It is not
too rigid and inelastic to suit the needs of
democratic government is a question which
New Orleans must settle for itself. But
the fact that there is an apparent need for
some such sweeping action is a deplorable
commentarj on the Incompetence of munic-
ipal government in Louisiana as elsewhere
In the United States.

A Decaying- Power.
From the Indianapolis Journal.

A Madrid cablegram states on the author-Itj- -
of a Spanish newspaper that the last

two descendants of Christopher Columbus
are now occupants of a poorhouse at Cadiz.
There seems to be a sort of historic fitness
In the fact that the last descendants ot the
discoverer of America should be closing
their lives in a poorhouse. while the feeble
survival of the once powerful Spanish em
pire Is hastening toward bankruptcj- - In a
vain effort to retain one small Island out
of its once vast possessions in the Western
hemisphere. The parallel runs still closer,
for Cuba was almost the first land discov-
ered by Columbus, his son was Its first
Spanish governor, and his own remains,
after two or three removals, were finallj-deposite- d

in the cathedral at Havana. If
Spain should lose the Island almost simul-
taneously with the death of Columbus' last
descendant, the dramatic unities would be
completely preserved. It has been just a
hundred j ears since the remains of Colum-
bus were removed from San Domingo to
Havana, as if to establish for all time the
connection between his discoveries and
Spanish possessions In America. At that
time, although Spain had lost the Nether-
lands and Portugal, she still retained con-

trol of more than half the Western cont-
inentfar more than all other powers com-

bined. Almost from the time that the re-

mains of Columbus were convejed with
great pomp to the cathedral of Havana
Spanish rulo in America lias declined. Four
jears after that event Spain was forced to
cede back to France the vast territory of
Louisiana, comprising more than a dozen
of the present states of the Union. A lit-

tle later the South American states began
to rebel, nnd each in turn threw off the
Spanish joke. In 1S19 she relinquished all
claim to Tlorida. ceding it to the United
States. In 1S10 Mexico, which had been
ruled by sixty-fou- r Spanish viccrojs since
1333, revolted and secured Its Independence
in 12S1. Other states followed at Intervals,
Bolivia, in 1E24. being the last. Her island
possessions havo been reduced to two,
Porto Rico and Cuba, and from present in-

dications she will not hold these long. Ills-lo- ry

scarceij- - affords a parallel to this
stcadj", continuous and rapid decadence ot
a great power. The descendants of Co-

lumbus now In a poorhouse are In hard
luck, but they maj-- jet live to see Spain
deprived of the last scrap of territory in
the New World which he discovered, and
which she once so largclj- - owned.

Deir Yorlv's Sew Dance.
From the Chicago Times Herald

Special dispatches from New York bring
the Interesting information that the Missrs
Hewitt, daughters of Abram S.
Hewitt, will give a "vegetable dance" next
Thursdaj- - evening, to which have been in-

vited the most exclusive members of the
"400" and "manj- - representatives ot for-

eign nobilitj."
Tho "vegetable dance" Is something new.

Oshkosh. Kalamazoo and Kankakee thus
far have experienced little difficultj- - in
keeping abreast of Gotham in the matter
ot socnl entertainments. Vaudeville was
in full sway at Red Dog and Painted Post
long before it Invaded Astorii, Cakewalks
delighted the rural brother for years before
Willi im K Vanderbilt won hH Cakewalk
laurels in New York. Heber 11. Bishop's
domino dance, which delighted Gotham

seems, to have bei n mtrelj h very
weak imitation of the masquerade dim.es
of the s li unlets.

"But tin- - vegetable dance is a genuine
noveltv. No WVstt-x-p belle evr has,

ited a bunch of aspinmis is a so-l- .il

gathering and no Western beau ever
has i apered gijlj through the dance fd

a" a pumpkin. The forthcoming
Gotham function ouht to prove a pleasant
Innovation, but If those ' manj- - representa-
tives of foreign nobilitj" enter into the
spirit of the occasion, won't there be too
greit a preponderance of beets just pi lin.
dead ones--in that outfit?

Irrelevant nnd Immaterial.
fr"m th- - (Tikasolimei-llera-

A Missouri Msami"t pt"ad hjpnotiMn
as a defense. The courts will cau-- e trouble
if thej arknowlcdge the vahditj of such
a plea. Every man is hjpnotized before
marriage.

THY SO'iG.

Ask mo not which, of all my songs ts thino!
Ask of the Spring. Then first tho blossoms stir,
VV hich of their fairy pennons waves for her:
Ask ot the Nisht what star or all that shine
Is her own signet, peerless and diTine.
Ask of the Sun which purple follower
Anions the clouds is his sole worshiper,
latllns at dawn his colors and his sign.

As stars are born of nisht. as flowers ot spring
As ttoeds the TlTld lines of sjnltght wear.
And all an equal rank and ktnshtp know,
So Is thy memory the awakemnz.
Tho liring warmth, the radiance larse and fair
In which alt soncs ot mine to utterance crow

Frances Laushtoa Uace.

WIZARD FROST.

Wondrous things have come to pass
On my sqnare of window stass.
Looking In it I have seen
Crass no longer painted creen.
Trees whose branches never stir.
Skies without a cloud to blur.
Pird3 below them sailing high.
Church spires pointing to the sky.
And a funny little town
Where the people, up and down
Streets of silver, to me seem
lake the people In a dream.
Dressed in finest kinds orlacc.
'Tis a picture, on a space
Scanely larger than the band.
Of a tiny Switzerland.
Which the wizard. Frost, has drawn
Tt the nightfall and the dawn.

Quick: and see what he has done
Ere 'tis stolen by the sun

Frank Dempster Sherman.

"WHILE THKIlt lUMIUMOVS SLKl-r- V

The heights by great men reached and kept
Were not attained by sudden flight,

Bjt they while their companions slept
Were tolling upward in the nlglt

Henry VV Longfellow.

OF CIRRENT 1XTEKKST.

J. O. Barrett, who died Febru irj-- S .it his
home In Brown's Valley. Minn.. lived in
Wisconsin from 183.1 till 1SS1. During the
war he was publisher of a newspaper in
Kail Claire, and devoted much of his time
t J organization of mllitarj-- companies. Ow-
ing to deafness he could not pas3 muster for
active service as a soldier, but he was ap-
pointed chaplain of the Bighth Wiseonsir.
regiment, and started to join the regiment
in the South, but upon reaching- - Chicago
news was received of Lee's surrender and
there was consequentij-- no need ot his ser-
vice on the field of battle. The Klghtli
Wisconsin was the regiment which attained
such notoriety by carrjing- the eaglo Old
Abe through much active service. At the
close of the war Mr. Barrett wrote a hLs-to- rj-

of Old Abe and personally exhibited
tho bird at the centennial in Philadelphia,
and while there sold 500.000 copies of the
history. '

"To save my life I can't understand why
it Is that there is so much hostile feeling-i-

the United States against England."
said a London man In Washington recently.
"It seems to me that everj- - time I revisit
the States I find this sentiment of antag-
onism more pronounced, and I assure jou
It is not a pleasant thing to observe. Tho
reason that I marvel at its prevalence here
is stronger because of the absence of any
corresponding- - feeling- - in the old countrj.
Englishmen do not look upon their cous-
ins across the sea as enemies; they can see
no reason for or jealousy between
the two nations, but, on the contrary,
every reason for the closest and friendliest
relations. I have asked many Intelligent
Americans to explain to me the cause or
causes of this anti-Engli- feeling-- , but I
have never j-- found one who could do it
on any grounds that were in keeping- with
tha character of the American people for
conservatism, good sense and llberalltj-.-"

Another relic is about to disappear: the
famous bell in Schafthausen, from which
Schiller took the motto for his noble poem.
"The Song of the Bell." Is to be melted
down, and several of the Swiss and Ger-
man papers are lamenting-- over It. The bell
was cast in Basel. In tho year 11S6, for a
funeral bell. About the middle of last
century a piece of the metal was broken
off. without much injury to the tone of the
bell: but at tho beginning- of last jear a
dangerous crack was discovered, which
threatened a speedy destruction. Since
then the bell has been most tenderly han-
dled, warmly packed up in winter, and in
summer only used on Sundaj--. Now It Is to
be melted down with other bells ot the
cathedral, as that building is to havo a
new peal.

William IT. Martin, of
Texas, who died the other daj-- at HHIsboro.
in that state, was known to his constitu-
ents bj-- the affectionato name of "Old
Howdy." He created a sensation In Wash-
ington, where he was regarded as a tjplcal
Western character. He promised before he
left home that the life of the capital should
not change him. and he intended to cling-t-

the butternut shirt and the
sombrero of a ranchman. Some of his

fellow-membe- rs In the Texas delegation,
who had had more experience dissuaded
him. He took a room in Willard's hotel anil
blew out the gas on the night of November
23. 1SS7. The door was broken down and he
was rescued In an unconscious condition.

A prominent magazine editor, in replj- - to
an inquirj--. writes: "No: we arc not
'crowdeel with good matter' either stories
or poetry. The fact is. 'good matter Is
scarce very scarce. We are in the market
for it all the time, and we are anxious
to pay the highest cash price for it It
makes no difference whether the author
Is known or unknown. Just try u. and
see!" That, Frank Stanton thinks, should
be encouraging-- to joung- authors. But
some of them are verj- - fastidious. For ex-

ample: A youthful author who had receiv-

ed a check for $3 for a short article, re-

tained the check, but wrote the editor:
"If that article Isn't worth $3 30 It Isn't
worth anj thing:"

Tie memorial of Richird M. Hunt, archi-
tect, will be erected next month on the wall
of the Central park. New York, on Tlfth
avenue, between Seventieth and Seventj-fir- st

streets, and facing the Lenox library,
with its strong and simple structure. The
monument will consist of an oxedra, whose
piers will be braced by supporting statues,
one representing sculpture, the other ar-

chitecture, and between these two will b
placed a bust of Mr. Hunt upon a pillar.
Daniel C. French is the sculptor, and Bruco
Price the architect. The monument is
erected bj-- art societies of New York.

In Manitoba some jears ago when a man
hid been twice or thrice convicted of
drunkenness In the police courts he was
sentenced to wear a brass collar, which
m irked him out among bis fellows as a
person to whom no publican could witli
impunity serve liquor. The drastic meas-
ure often proved a cure. On the authori-
ties being satisfied that the branded Indi-

vidual had served a sufficiently long term
or probation he wa uncollared and en-

dowed with the liberty of drinks London
Telegraph.

A joung woman In Chicago supports her-
self bj taking cire of other people's birds
and flowers. She goes daily from house to
house, feeding and w itering pet birds and
cleining their cages. She then turns her
attention to the plants nnd window boxes,
ileinsiiig the leaves and giving a dose of
fertilizer when needed, and in other wajs
keeping h- -r feathered and floral patients
In exc-llr- nt condition.

M. llerller. the well known engineer, has
laid berore the governments of Spain ami
Murco o a project for the construction of
a tunnel under tb Straits ot Gibraltar.
The execution of this plan would have
In mense economic consequences, so that
its fate will be followed with Interest. M.
Berber Is the Inventor of a new method
of subterranean boring.

Cremation continues to flourish in En-
gland The Countess Russell, widow of tho
fmioiis Lord John Rnei. was cremated
the other daj. follow inc in this the exam-
ple of the late Duchc? of Bedford, of the
Dowager Dm hers of St. Albans, and a
number of other cquallj- - well known and
conspicuous womn.


